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Using ancient artifacts 

and teaching as 

instruments of self-

determination.  

Turn to pages 8–9 to see how 

Normandale is using a special 

grant to support innovation in 

anthropology education.
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Greetings,

As we near the end of this profoundly 
challenging year, I am pleased to share 
that the students, faculty and staff of 
Normandale Community College have 
kept a strong and steady focus on the 
brighter futures we are working to create. 

This fall, we embarked on three ambitious 
goals together: eliminate race-based gaps 
in key educational outcomes by 2025 (five 
years ahead of Minnesota State’s “Equity 
2030” vision), achieve a completion rate of 
50% or better for degree-seeking students 
by 2030, and foster a pervasive institutional 
culture that is culturally competent and 
service oriented.   

We have also announced that Normandale will develop an exciting new program 
to recruit and prepare Black men to become K–12 teachers. The social impact and 
myriad positive “ripple effects” of diversifying our K–12 teaching corps are well 
documented by social science and proof that solutions to some of our country’s 
most pressing challenges are within our reach. 

Under the leadership of Vice President of Advancement Andrea Specht and a 
committed board of directors and staff, the Normandale Community College 
Foundation is poised to advance this program and the goals I shared above 
through the power of philanthropy, making the Normandale Foundation an ever 
more essential partner to the college.  

To all who join me as Normandale Foundation donors and advocates, thank you. 
Your support transforms individuals, families and communities, and on behalf of 
the entire Normandale community, I am deeply grateful for your investment in 
our future.             

Joyce C. Ester, Ph.D. 
College President
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Dear friends,

The Normandale Community College Foundation engages donors, community partners and advocates in the college’s work to 
make excellence in higher education accessible to all. Today, that means finding new ways to harness philanthropy as a uniquely 
powerful tool in achieving the goals President Ester shared in her message on page two. 

For the last several years, the Normandale Foundation has focused on raising funds for a wide range of scholarships, enabling 
thousands of Normandale students to stay enrolled in college and achieve their goals. Under the college’s long-range 
Advancement Division plan, we are broadening our focus and ways of work to include ending student hunger, developing and 
funding a mentorship program that matches alumni and other working professionals with Normandale students, and collaborating 
with the college to partially fund an initiative that prepares Black men to become K–12 teachers. 

We are also committed to assessing all aspects of how we establish and fund scholarships to foster racial equity in persistence, 
retention and completion at Normandale. We plan to take a look at eligibility criteria, award amounts and promotion strategies. We 
will also broach new conversations with scholarship donors with an eye toward creating larger, more flexible, aggregated scholarship 
funds that maximize the ratio of dollars contributed to dollars getting to students every year.      

It will take focus, persistence and a lot of hard work to achieve these long-range goals. 
It will also take a substantial increase in contributed revenue and the number of donors 
and volunteers who join our cause. With these realities in mind, we are so grateful for the 
leadership and commitment of our exceptional board of directors and staff and for our 
loyal donors. Your generosity fuels the work of creating futures and inspires us to dream  
even bigger! Thank you very much for your trust and support.            

  

With much appreciation,

Andrea Specht, J.D. 
Vice President of Advancement &  
Foundation Executive Director

Alan Abramson 
Foundation Board Chair
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Your generosity fuels 

the work of creating 

futures and inspires us 

to dream even bigger!

FOUNDATION LEADERSHIP MESSAGE

POISED FOR GROWTH



Cyrus Batheja and Shelby Lengyel 

STUDENTS PAST 
AND PRESENT

EVENT HIGHLIGHT
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View the 45-minute Creating Futures event, hosted by Executive Director Andrea Specht, at 

www.normandale.edu/foundation.

On October 20, a live, virtual Creating Futures 

event helped the Normandale Foundation raise 

over $150,000 to support students and programs. 

The program featured several Normandale students – past 
and present – highlighting alumnus Cyrus Batheja and 
current student Shelby Lengyel. Cyrus is a first-generation 
immigrant whose single mother enrolled in the Normandale 
nursing program in the 1980s as a pathway to U.S. 
citizenship, a program from which Cyrus himself would later 
graduate. Years later, Cyrus is now a Senior Vice President at 
UnitedHealth Group and a Normandale donor himself! He 
credits Normandale with much of his success, calling it his 
family’s “spark of hope.” Shelby’s story starts in Maple Lake, 
Minnesota, the town she drives over an hour to and from daily 
to get to her classes as a Normandale theatre student. Shelby, 
the first in her family to attend college, says, “Scholarships 
are my saving grace.” The Normandale Foundation is deeply 
grateful to our generous board, which issued a $45,000 
matching challenge, our corporate and foundation partners, 
and Normandale’s dedicated staff and students, who all made 
this new Creating Futures event a phenomenal success!

“Scholarships are my saving grace.”

– Shelby Lengyel
Shelby Lengyel, recipient of the Excellence in Theatre Arts Scholarship

Cyrus Batheja, Senior Vice President at UnitedHealth Group
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FOUNDATION BOARD

Normandale Community College Foundation  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2020–2021
OFFICERS 
Alan Abramson – Chair 
Sr. VP and CIO, HealthPartners

Rome Poppler – Chair Elect 
Director, Enterprise Real Estate,  
Ameriprise Financial

Gina Hall – Secretary 
IS&T Chief of Staff, HealthPartners

Josh Villas – Treasurer  
Vice President, Relationship Manager,  
Wells Fargo 

DIRECTORS
Mark Adkins  
VP, Wealth Management Advisor,  
BWA Wealth Advisory-Merrill Lynch 

Torrion Amie, M.Ed 
Realtor, RE/MAX Results 
Design Specialist,  
Alpha Design & Build Group

Erik Burns, EdD, MA, MBA  
Director of Corporate Engagement, 
American Association of Pharmaceutical 
Scientists

Sean Byrd, ex officio 
Normandale Faculty, Theatre

Joyce Ester, Ph.D., ex officio 
President, Normandale Community 
College  

Paula Forbes 
CEO, Forbes Solutions PLLC

Scott Grossbauer 
General Manager, Hydraulic Filtration 
Donaldson Company, Inc.  

Julie Guelich 
Retired, Vice President of Academic 
Affairs, Normandale Community College

John Herman 
Retired, President Fairview Northland 
Medical Center and Fairview Lakes  
Medical Center

Andrew Kannenberg  
Retired, Vice President, TCF Bank

Al Krug 
Vice President, State Regulatory Policy,  
Xcel Energy Service, Inc.

Jason Moore 
Regional Director, Medicare Programs 
Prime Therapeutics

Joel Peterson 
CEO, iSpace Environments

Lisa Rude, ex officio 
Normandale Faculty, History

Andrea Specht, J.D., ex officio 
VP of Advancement & Foundation 
Executive Director Normandale 
Community College

Duane Spiegle 
VP Real Estate and Support Services,  
Park Nicollet 

Goodbye and Thank You  
to Jane Welch 
We bid adieu to Normandale Foundation board member Jane Welch this fall, with 
resounding gratitude, summed up by former Board Chair Mark Adkins: “Our then-executive 
director asked if I would work with Jane to get our by-laws updated. I scheduled a meeting 
with Jane over lunch one day, and from that time forward Jane and I began developing 
a wonderful working partnership. We were both hopeful about seeing the Normandale 
Foundation reach its potential. During the next five years, nearly all of our policies and 
procedures were updated, with Jane spending countless hours on these thankless tasks. 
She was largely instrumental in driving improvements in the membership of our board of 
directors. She is a great collaborator and doer. Jane never sought the spotlight, happy to 

be behind the scenes to move the Foundation forward. Jane is a great partner and friend. Her contributions to the Normandale 
Foundation will be appreciated for years. She is a tireless warrior working on behalf of the Normandale Foundation.”



CURRENT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT PROFILES

6      Creating Futures

Staying Focused on  
Success
Camille Kotschevar 
Camille Kotschevar is a first-generation 
college student and the daughter of 
a single mother who wanted her to 
get a college education. “She never 
wants me to feel stuck where I am, like 

she sometimes does,” says Camille, who hopes to transfer to 
the University of Minnesota and then go on to dentistry school. 
When Camille’s estranged father died this spring, he left her 
as the executor of his estate at the onset of a global pandemic 
and in the middle of her second semester studies. Camille, who 

is also a member of Normandale’s 
leadership through service program 
and spends several shifts a week 
volunteering at the Campus 
Cupboard, couldn’t think about taking 
on a job on top of everything else 
she had going on. “The scholarships 
have been such a big help,” she 

says. “I’m not currently employed because of everything going 
on in my life, and I don’t know if I could have done it without 
the scholarships.” Normandale Foundation scholarships help 
bright and promising students like Camille stay focused on their 
studies, even in the face of personal hardships.

Supporting  
Dreams
David Reiss
David Reiss, who works full time in 
glass manufacturing, never thought 
he’d be able to make a mid-
career change. But after working 
with the computer systems at the 

manufacturing firm, he was inspired to go back to school 
to study computer science and found Normandale to be an 
“easy fit.” Like many Normandale 
students, David wanted to pursue a 
new dream to create a better life for 
his family. In addition to working full 
time, David also juggles parenthood 
as the father of four children. He 
credits Normandale’s flexibility and 
financial support for the ability to 
focus on his studies, saying that as 
a working father, “The scholarships 
help tremendously.” David, who is 
planning on transferring to a four-
year program and then possibly 
pursuing his master’s degree before 
entering the field of programming, says, “The education and 
support I’ve received from Normandale have been a true 
blessing and a testament to the American dream.” 

“ I don’t know if  

I could have  

done it without 

the scholarships.”

“  The education 

and support I’ve 

received from 

Normandale 

have been a true 

blessing and a 

testament to the 

American dream.”

Temporary changes to required 

minimum distribution rules may 

present a special opportunity to  

“do well while doing good” in 2021. 

If you are at an age where you receive 
Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs) 
from your IRA or other retirement plans, 
you are likely aware that the federal CARES 
Act eliminated RMDs for 2020. Also 
eliminated for 2020 are the tax benefits of 
contributing some or all of your RMDs to 
qualified charitable organizations like the 
Normandale Foundation. 

From a tax perspective, the only benefit of 
making Qualified Charitable Deductions 
(QCDs) in 2020 would be to possibly 
reduce your RMDs in 2021. Given this 
scenario, it may make sense to not make 
any QCDs in 2020 and instead, double 
the amount you would normally give to 
qualified charities in 2021. Doing so may 
reduce the amount of taxable income you 
would receive from your 2021 RMDs.  

For example, imagine a person – we’ll 
call her Mary – who receives RMDs of 
approximately $40,000 per year and 
normally contributes 50% of that to 
qualified charities. This reduces 

Mary’s taxable income from $40,000 to 
approximately $20,000. Since there is no 
significant tax benefit to making QCDs 
in 2020, Mary could delay her normal 
charitable giving to early 2021 and double 
the amount she donates to $40,000, 
thereby nearly eliminating her taxable 
income from RMDs in 2021. 

Though this approach will not work for 
everyone, it could be a sensible tax 
strategy for many. Please be aware that the 
Normandale Foundation does not offer tax 
advice. We encourage you to consult your 
tax advisor to explore approaches that may 
make sense for you to consider. 

SMART GIVING TIP
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In a recent survey, 38% of students said 
they worry about running out of food 
before having enough money to buy more. To help end student 

hunger, Normandale has taken a multipronged approach to this 

complicated problem.

WORKING TOWARD 
A HUNGER-FREE CAMPUS

WORK GROUP SPOTLIGHT

GRANTS FOR PREPARED 
MEALS AND MORE 
This fall, Normandale received two grants 
that are helping to feed students. The 
first grant has allowed Normandale’s food 
shelf, the Campus Cupboard, to partner 
with on-campus food provider, Tiffin Man, 
giving Normandale students access to 
healthy, ready-made meals at the rate of 
500 meals per week.

The second grant, from Hunger Solutions, 
is called the Minnesota COVID Food 
Fund. This grant has allowed the Campus 
Cupboard to purchase more culturally 
specific foods, additional hygiene 
products, PPE and Cub Foods gift 
cards for students. The gift cards will be 
particularly helpful for students during 
winter break.

Both of these grants will be spent in 
full by the end of the year, per their 
guidelines. While these grants have been 
a great boon to ending student hunger, 
they are not a reliable long-term solution.

CAMPUS CUPBOARD 
EXPANSION 
In a recent survey, 100% of student 
users reported that food from the 
Campus Cupboard has helped them to 
concentrate better on their school work. 
The Campus Cupboard’s capacity will 
be expanded with a new partnership 
with Hope for the Community, a 
nonprofit food relief organization led 

by Normandale alumnus, Alan Goracke. 
Originally started as an outreach ministry 
for his church, it has now become the 
third largest food shelf in the state. 

Hope for the Community’s $30,000 gift 
to the Campus Cupboard focuses on 
adding fresh and frozen food options. 
This includes the purchase of commercial 
refrigerators and freezers, storage 
shelving, a front counter and 10,000 
reusable bags. 

Hope for the Community has also 
pledged six months’ worth of fresh and 
frozen groceries for Normandale students.

ENDING STUDENT HUNGER 
WORK GROUP 
The foundation’s newly assembled Ending 
Student Hunger Work Group consists 
of community members, students, 
Foundation board members, staff and 
friends of Normandale.   

“Our role in ending student hunger will be 
to raise funds, provide strategic input and 
direction, and work on projects that add 
value to the overall cause,” says group 
co-leader and Normandale Foundation 
board member, Scott Grossbauer of 
the Donaldson Company. The group 
is developing an action plan which will 
address student hunger both with and 
beyond the current food shelf model. 

“It isn’t something that we achieve and 
then the work is done,” says Grossbauer. 

“We need to continue to raise funds to 
ensure food insecurity is never an issue at 
Normandale.”  

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
“We welcome engagement with individuals and organizations interested in 
contributing to our work through things such as food and/or hygiene item drives,” 
says Campus Cupboard supervising staff member Paige Wheeler. There is also a 
need for additional funding to purchase food items, meal vouchers and gift cards. 

Ending student hunger is a key component to Normandale’s goals of increasing 
student retention and completion. It may also help eliminate race-based gaps in 
educational outcomes, as people of color are disproportionately affected by lack 
of access to healthy food.

“We have to make sure funding 

is available to execute our 

action plan to put an end to 

student hunger.”

Student Jeodaun Lee is an enthusiastic supporter of the Normandale 
Foundation and Campus Cupboard
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ANCIENT ARTIFACTS 
PROVIDE A LEGACY OF LEARNING

David B. Jones’ passion for anthropology and 
love for education live on at Normandale.

HONORING “DAVEY” 
On October 9, the Normandale Foundation hosted a large, emotional, socially distanced gathering to honor David B. Jones’ 
legacy with a plaque sculpted by John Sterner. Soon, the plaque will be mounted outside the entrance to the newly 
remodeled anthropology classroom, and the room will be named after the David B. Jones Foundation. For many years to 
come, people will see his name, but few will know the story of his life and legacy. This is that story. 

David Jones, better known as “Davey,” grew up in Wayzata. He briefly attended the University of Minnesota, but ultimately, 
he took his education in his own hands, armed with a photographic memory and a lifelong passion for dinosaurs.

Davey travelled the world and met with leading experts by visiting dig sites and simply introducing himself. Based on his 
self-guided research findings, he developed a process for making exact replicas of fossil forms, including dinosaurs and 
early humans, that he would then sell at conventions. Later, Davey developed a love for youth education, discovering how 
important it was to encourage young minds to explore their interests. He began this journey by leading Boy Scouts on digs.



Through his work with the Boy Scouts, Davey met the woman 
whose connections would eventually lead him to impact the 
lives of Normandale students. That woman was Muriel Runholt.

ROOTED IN FRIENDSHIP
Davey and Muriel “clicked instantly,” according to Muriel, and 
their rapport blossomed into a life-changing friendship rooted 
in working with the Boy Scouts and digging up fossils.

Through Muriel, Davey learned about the uneasy relationship 
between Native Americans and archeology. He wanted to find a 
way to mend that. Muriel’s Lakota sister, Karen Sterner, was a 
fellow teacher at Southwest Minnesota State University (SMSU) 
and later went on to teach at Normandale. Karen had taught 
alongside Sue Krook, an Anthropology instructor at Normandale. 

Sue Krook was intrigued by an article about a road construction 
crew that unearthed artifacts near Marshall, Minnesota. Later, she 
met the landowner who was delighted that someone was 

interested in pursuing further 
investigation and digs in the name of 
education. However, Krook and 
Normandale lacked the resources to 
secure the land lease, equipment and 
student support to make this learning 
happen. Until, that is, she and fellow 
instructor Pat Bonnie met Davey at one 
of Muriel’s famous dinner parties.

A GRANT FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION
Davey’s family foundation was very 
interested in the project and awarded 
Normandale a five-year grant for over 
$600,000 to cover the costs of the 
project. This allows a new generation 
of community college students to 
access a hands-on learning 
experience, much like Davey did. 
Students of Native American heritage 
can also access funding to transfer to 
SMSU or the University of Minnesota 
to complete their four-year degrees. 
Krook gives credit to Davey’s foundation for influencing 
Normandale’s teaching to become an “instrument of self-
determination instead of one of cultural oppression.” 

Davey has since passed away, but his legacy and likeness are 
captured in the plaque sculpted by Lakota artist John Sterner, a 
fitting tribute to a longtime friend and philanthropist.
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Muriel and Davey working with the Boy Scouts

Sue Krook

Pat Bonnie

Faculty and students of the Anthropology department 
who made it happen, left to right: Retired instructor 
Pat Bonnie, retired instructor Katy Goodell, instructor 
Bridget Fitzpatrick, retired instructor Steve Wiley, grad 
student Chrissy Pettit, recent graduate Jana Duggan, 
grad student Dawn Whitney, instructor Sue Krook, 
instructor Aaron Armstrong-Duarte, instructor Tracy Zank
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Retired entrepreneurs Bob and Sally Purvis 
understand the essential role that high-quality 
public education – from preschool through 
college – plays in advancing individuals, 
building businesses and creating a just society 
where people from all backgrounds can realize 
their full potential. 

“We believe a good education is of primary importance for us to 
have strong communities,” Bob and Sally said. “Some people  
have the desire and financial ability to do private education but 
many intelligent children do not have this choice. We need to 
develop these and all of our youth to be good leaders of our 
communities – state and nation. Community businesses need a 
good educated workforce to draw from to remain a viable part of 
our community.”

Within weeks of learning about Normandale’s plans to develop 
a program focused on recruiting and preparing Black men to 
become K–12 teachers, Bob and Sally became founding donors 
of a newly created fund that will provide scholarships for the 
program’s first cohort. 

“If we can encourage and assist people of color 

to become teachers, they have the potential 

of reaching and giving guidance to children to 

whom we are possibly not making a connection,” 

according to Bob and Sally.

Bob & Sally Purvis 

INVESTING IN 
EQUITY

A Legacy to 
the Power  
of Kindness 

Lee Kopp loved making 
people’s lives easier and 
better. He gave away 
money instead of candy on 
Halloween. He once sent his snowplow worker a 
check because he saw him working at 4:30 a.m., 
reminding him of how his dad used to get up to 
do the same thing. When he read a story in the 
newspaper about a person going through a hard 
time, he sent an anonymous check. A waitress 
from the Original Pancake House sent a card for 
Lee’s funeral, saying what an incredibly kind and 
unforgettable man he was. 

Lee started a family foundation so he could 
spread kindness at a larger scale and impact more 
people. Lee was an early philanthropist for public 
two-year schools in the Minnesota State system. 
Normandale has the Kopp Student Center after 
many years of Lee supporting scholarships and 
pioneering the idea of emergency funds to help 
students stay in school. He called that fund 
“Random Acts of Kindness.” Former Normandale 
President Tom Horak said, “It was a fitting tribute 
to name the new student center after Lee. He was 
a man of the highest integrity and always gave 
with students in mind.” 

Lee was known for his wit, 
intelligence, hard work 
and dedication to family. 
Anyone who worked for him 
attests to those qualities. 
His dedicated aide-de-camp 
Lindsay Lang describes him 
as “lovingly demanding.” 
He treated employees to 
lunch on their birthdays and 
took time to listen carefully. 

Born the son of a parking lot attendant, Lee worked 
hard through high school and graduated from the 
University of Minnesota. After a brilliant career at 
Dain Rauscher, he launched his own investment 
firm at age 60 and was recognized nationally as a 
top money manager. He died on October 9, 2020, 
leaving a tremendous legacy to the power of 
kindness in the many lives he touched. 

A TRIBUTE TO A MAN WHO  
TRULY LIVED

“ He was a man 

of the highest 

integrity and 

always gave  

with students  

in mind.”
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ALUMNUS SPOTLIGHT

I never thought I would  
attend a community college, 
but it’s probably the best 
experience I have had in  
higher education,” says 
Normandale alumnus  
Scott Thayer. 
After not making the University of Minnesota baseball 
team, Thayer transferred to Normandale not only to have  
a successful college baseball career, with back-to-back  
state championship wins, but also to kick off his career in 
student success.

For over 20 years, Thayer has inspired students in the 
California community college system. Currently, he serves 
as the Vice President of Student Services at San Bernardino 
Valley College. Throughout his career, Thayer attributes his 
time at Normandale to inspiring his daily work. 

“After the experience I had at Normandale, I wanted to be 
able to provide that similar experience to somebody else,” 
says Thayer. He went on to get his start as a TRIO Upward 
Bound staff member and community college baseball coach.

“I thought coaching was the route that I would take, but I 
realized that in doing student affairs I could do a lot more 
than just coaching.” 

Thayer has held various positions in student affairs and has 
continued his own academic journey, receiving a Doctorate in 
Education from the University of Southern California.

As a community leader, Thayer lends his expertise to the 
mission of two nonprofits, including one he helped to 
found called A2MEND. A2MEND (African American Male 
Education Network & Development) is an organization that 
supports underrepresented African-American males in higher 
education, taking his influence beyond his day job. 

Looking back at his Normandale education, Thayer says, “I 
think it set a great foundation for moving forward in my career.” 

Thayer’s career is a wonderful example of the spirit of giving 
back that so many graduates develop at Normandale. In 
Thayer’s case, ending up at a community college changed his 
entire career path – baseball and beyond.

“ I thought coaching was the 

route that I would take, but I 

realized that in doing student 

affairs I could do a lot more 

than just coaching.”

Scott Thayer 

LIFE’S 
WONDERFUL 
CURVE BALLS

A TRIBUTE TO A MAN WHO  
TRULY LIVED
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$100,000+
David B. Jones Foundation 
Normandale Community College

$25,000+
Suzanne Boda and George Grindahl
Donaldson Company, Inc.
Kopp Family Foundation
Mona Rawlings
Milan Seth

$10,000+
Anonymous Donor
Bloomington Rotary Club Foundation (Noon)
Pat and Sydney Bonnie
John E. Desmond and Janet C. Desmond 
Foundation

Julie and Bob Guelich
Michael Isaac
Mains’l Services
Microsoft Corporation Matching Gifts Program
Allan and Debby Schneider
Estate of Joan P. Spivey
Gil Williams
Xcel Energy Foundation

$5,000+
Alan Abramson
Mark Adkins
Chorzempa Family Foundation
Jim and Tamarra Giertz
Manley and Ann Olson
Michael S. Pritula
Rotary Club of Chaska
Greg Stenmoe
Thomson Reuters
Mae and Sylvester Weiss Foundation
Bonnie and David Westermoe

$2,500+
Henry and Diane Benz
CenterPoint Energy
Gail Chen
D isabled American Veterans Minneapolis  

Chapter No. 1 Inc.
Gamma Vacuum
Tom and Bev Horak
Michael and Kimberly Jackelen
JE Dunn Construction
Andy and Kathryn Kannenberg
Lakeville Rotary Foundation
Larkin Hoffman
Marco, Inc
The Minneapolis Foundation
Tim Moyer
Andrea Specht
Tim Stommel
US Bank - Normandale Branch
Xcel Energy 

$1,000+
Ameriprise Financial Gift Matching Program
Anonymous Donor
Berry Global
Kathleen Blatz and Gregory Page

Colleen M. Brickle and Dennis Cummings
Joan and Ted Brinkman
Chanhassen Rotary Foundation
Patrick Corder and Dorothy Doyle
Erin and Stephen Daly
Bob and Nancy Erickson
Joyce Ester, Ph.D.
The Excelsior Rotary Foundation
E xxonMobil Foundation - Matching Gifts 

Program
Jane Fenton and Michael Gunderson
Frauenshuh Inc.
Dara and Guy Hagen
Gina Hall
Hammel, Green and Abrahamson, Inc.
Karen Hanson
Robert and Kathleen Hauer
William S. Henak
John and Diana Herman
Brian and Karen Holcomb
Hunt Electric Corporation
Mark and Rita James
Cindy M. Koopman and Steven Porter
Larry and Betsy Lee
Ernie and Jeanne Lindstrom
David and Sue Mathieu

Larry Moe
National Exercise Trainers Association
N ekola Family Charitable Fund of InFaith 

Community Foundation
Sandra and Peter Nekola
David S. Niekerk
Carol and Doug Ogren
Okada Family Trust
Greg and Deb Peterson
Lynn M. Phillips-Gaines
Ona and Wayne Pinsonneault
Rome and Stacey Poppler
Bob and Sally Purvis
Peggy and Peter Rejto
Rotary Club of Farmington
Lisa Rude
Russell T. Lund Charitable Trust
A lice and Fred Seagren - Seagren Family 

Charitable Fund
Shakopee Rotary Scholarship Foundation
Duane and Susan Spiegle
Meredyth and Bill Stern
Stiles Foundation - Don & Leslie Stiles
Joe and Kay Thompson
David and Karen Tsurusaki
John and Nancy Van Siclen
Jim and Linda Wallace
Jane Welch and Dan Schowengerdt
Wells Fargo Commercial Banking
Lisa and Rick Wheeler

$500+
Bank of America Foundation
James Bennett
Lavone Bennington
John Benziger
Kris Bigalk
Bernardine Bryant
Joseph Bueltel

Debra L. Carlson
Gale J. Chovanec
Doug and Nancy Claycomb
Sally Hed Dahlquist
David McElroy Family Fund
Calleen and Harry De Oliveira
Delta Air Lines Foundation
Brenda T. Dickinson
Joy and David Drummond
Judy and Charles Dunne
Warren and Adele Eidsness
Christopher J. Ennis
Jerilyn and David Erickson
Mary L. Ernst
Paula Forbes
Mark and Joann Friesz
Carol Fung Kee Fung
Carrol F. Gaub
Scott Grossbauer
Michele and Kent Grosser
Beth E. Grund, DNP
Regina Harris
Jeffrey Hudson
Kristina Keller
Michael Kirch and Brad Wallenberg
Susan H. Krook

Al and Cathy Krug
Richard Lane
Mike and Megan Lebens
Betsy and Jesse Longley
Doug and Sharon MacDonald
Jodee McCallum
Aaron Moe
Emi and Naoya Nobuhiro
Julie and Michael Nybakken
Patrick L. O’Donnell
Rita Olson
Susan Peters
Judith and Richard Pett
Wendy Poulsen
Thomas and Kristen Rash
Patrick Rawlings
Lisa and Kirk Rickert
Sandra Rollins
Kay and Victor Rudek
Diana Soller
Axel and Loreli Steuer
Tom Sundquist
Gerald D. Swarsensky
Paul and Judy Tarabek
Andy and Amy Tix
William Tresham
Josh and Hollie Villas

$250+
Sunny J. Ainley
Carol R. Anderson
Anonymous Donor
Susan M. Ant
Bailey Nurseries
Norm and Susan Bartlett
Ronald Beauchane
Rebecca and Tom Bergman
Kristin Boda
Terry D. Bongard

Aaron M. Brosier
Wendy Daggett
Aimee DuBois and Brian Klosa
Anthony H. Dunlop
Patrick Fingerson
Charles Frame
Jim and Kelly Frankenfeld
Gregory Gassert
Karen and Ed Gleeman
Gordy and Janet Graham
Janice H. Hardin
Lyman Hawbaker
Brooks Herrboldt
Deborah L. Huskins
Intelligere, Inc.
Michelle Jackelen
Ron and Michelle Jackelen
Ann Jenkins
Anne Kaintz Peterson
Karen Kilzer
Cary Komoto
Norma A. Konschak
Kathryn Koslosky
Amy and David Lau Fong
Allen C. Liles
Tom Naughton
John M. Olson
Penny Peterson
Joanna M. Piotrowska
Kathy and Bob Pohlman
Catherine Pulling
City of Shoreview
Linda and Heinrich Tetzlaff
Brooke and Thomas Thaden-Koch
Val and Clay Wagner
W ells Fargo Educational Matching Gift 

Program
Kathryn Wijesinghe
Stephen Winckelman and Katherine Klink
Gail and Ben Wong
Alice Young

$100+
Toshiko Aase
Lynn Aaze
David A. Agin
Mark Ahrens
Alliance For Youth Organizing
Martin and Melissa Ambani
Chad and Lori Amborn
Karen and Gregory Anderson
Ralph and Becky Anderson
Anonymous Donor
Linda Armstrong and Mark Raderstorf
Heather Bandeen
Mary Lou Barnett
Bob Barni
David and Karin Barrett
Steve Bartell
Nick and Karen Basil
Corrinne Bedecarre
Lloyd and Vicki Benson
Pamela J. Bentzien
Bryan Bluske
Kelly and Aaron Bolduc
Tom Burgess
Anne and Sean Byrd
Margaret Cavanaugh and Paul Klitzke
Clifton Chang and Melodee Carlson Chang
Ray and Evelyn Chikahisa
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Johan Christopherson
Carol A. Connelly
Beena and Nolan Cook
Cece and Steve Cope
Larry and Beth Crosby
Suzanne Crowe
Michael D. Cummins
Eva Dale
Hattie Dambroski

    

THANK YOU 
2019–2020 DONORS!
This list recognizes cumulative gifts made to the Normandale Foundation  
between July 1, 2019, and June 30, 2020.
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2019–2020 DONORS

Daniel Darling and Brianna Zeigler
Lori and Andrew Daul
Mary Daunis
James Dean
Ron Delamarter
Daniel Dulas
Marilyn A. Eckerle
Mary Engelhard and Bob Lowe
Jane Erbele
Stephanie Erickson and William Paul
Earl and Shirley Evenstad
Karen and Ed Fenton
Robert and Peggy Fifield
Faith Fix
Patrick Flueger
Karen A. Ford
Roma Foti
Robert Frame
Shelly Freese
Wendy Friefeld
Gayle Gaskill
Rex W. Gaskill
Steve Geller
Katherine Gibbon-Lee
Don and Nancy Gilberg
Gary E. Goetz
Alan and Pamela Goracke
Sindi Graves
Thomas E. Griffin
Linda Griffith
Melissa Gross and Brian Henning
Mirja Hanson
Tonya Hanson
T.J. Hara
Sharon Harrison
Sharon F. Harvey
Linda Hickman
David Hilbrich
Jeff and Sue Hine
Kathi Hiyane-Brown and Bob M. Brown
Dan Holcomb
Mary and Arthur Indelicato
Iowa State Bank
Lindsay Iredale
Clarence and Margaret Isaac
John and Marga Jaros
JMS&K Law Office
Julie A. Johnson
Willie J. Johnson
Krista Jordheim
Wanda K. Kanwischer
Adam Kauwenberg-Marsnik
Esther Kellogg
Shirley and Don Kelly
Tom and Judy Kersten
Carrie Ketel Opheim
Suzanne Kienietz
Juliana Kimball
James Kircher
Tim Kledhans
Steven Koch
Duane Kramer
Stacy and Norm Kruse
Howard and Arlene Kurs
Patricia Kurt and George Weyer
Mary Beth and Leo Lake
Tina Langseth
Carol R. Larsen
Nancy and Douglas LeMay
Jane Lemieux
Steven and Karen Lucas
Gene S. Luckfield
Mayur Madawar
Julie Maegi
Justin Martin
Noel Martinson
Yoshio Matsumoto
Sandi McCormick
Patricia McGowan
Peg Mckee

Sheryl McRoberts
Mathew Mellinger
Craig and Deb Miller
William Munoz
Fusako Muro
Murugi-Waititu Mutiga
My Kitchen’s Creations
Phyllis and Thomas Myers
Pat and Peter Nash
Nikki Ness
Debra C. Newman
Julius Ngwendson
Chuck Nikles
Daniel Norgard
Jim and Shirley Norman
Aliza Novacek-Olson
Glenn Oster
Steven Palmer
Theodore Park
John and Luann Paulet
Luz Paz
Pernille Perry
Dale and Mary Peterson
Dennis and Maureen Peterson
Nancy and Richard Pointer
Gaye E. Pope-Carlson
Jayaseetha Premanand
Tate and Anne Preston
Gwen Raney
Akshay R. Rao
Lorna I. Redding
Lynette Reini-Grandell
Mary and Charles Richards
Eliza Ristagno
Norma Roldan
Frederick Roos
Howard Root
Javier Salinas Vega
Victoria Sandberg
Ruth A. Sanford
Catherine A. Satern
Paul Schoenecker
Greg Schou
Robert T. Semba
Roxanne Senne
David Senness
Marybeth Sherlock
Lindsey Siegfried de Sanchez
Skip and Christine Simonson
Rae Simonson
Robert Skanse
Jody Skenderian
Sarah and Kent Smith
Mary K. Solverson
Cindy Staloch
Allan C. Staples
Theresa and Pat Steig
Mary A. Sticha
Terry Stirewalt and Shari Otterblad
Lawrence Stirtz
Greg and Sandra Stofer
Matthew D. Stuber
Judy and Frank Stucki
Jean Sweeney
Steven Sweeney
Helen Tinucci
Angie Tix
Peter and Cheri Ulmen
Steven J. Vadnais
Diane Vanusek
John and Linda Villas
Willi and Will Volkmer
Doug Wagner
Joe and Yvonne Waldoch
Cindy and Gary Warnberg
Michael J. Wartman
Doug Weber
Rachada Weiland
Teri and Chris Wichman
Carolynn and Paul Wiggin

Elizabeth Wilson
Nat and Harri Wisser
Martha and James Wittstruck
Lori York
Ghidei Zedingle
Cindy Zoul

Up to $99
Cheryl Aase
Matthew and Lynn Abe
Shelly and Gregg Abram
Paul and Jane Allen
Kate and Gary Andersen
Georgia Anderson
Katherine Anderson
Marianne Anderson
Patricia L. Anderson
Anonymous
Anonymous Donor
Karyn Arazi
Gloria M. Aronson
Kent and Melinda Ashland
Waldo Asp
Mark and Janis Aune
Yoshie Babcock
Leyla Badillo
Tom Bauer
Pamela and Robert Becker
Meyer Beckner
Shirley and David Beil
Candy and Tim Bell
Judith and Ed Benka
David Berner
Chastity Berquist
Richard and Catherine Black
Beth Blackledge
Byron and Frances Bland
Lionel Blatchley
Elizabeth and Randy Blazer
Philip M. Bly
Dona Brown
Kathleen Brudevold
Miranda Bryan
Rosalie Bunge
Michele Burnett
Monica Byrne
Butch Calder
Cynthia J. Carow-Schiebe
Angela Caruth
Julia Christianson
Richard G. Clough
Kathleen B. Coate
Alan and Paula Cole
Jenny Conlin
Valeria Converse
Kristen L. Cooper
Kris Craig
Debra Crane-Lance
Jennifer Crawford
Cara Cruzen
Sherry Cyza
Sue and Bill Dailey
Diane Darr
Val and Daymond Dean
Greg Dewitt
Patricia Dietz
David and Rita Docter
Mary Draemel
Richard D. Dunning
Tom Edmund
Angela M. Effertz
Gabrielle Erickson
Jenny Erickson
Ignatius I. Esele
Tracey Evans
Lavonne Evenson
Kari Fisher
Jason Foss
Candyce Fox
Vernette Fox

David and Jenny Gardner
Paula J. Garland
Gatewood Elementary
William and Lynn Gautsche
Cheryl Gessaman
Bill Gossman
Luke Graham
Susan Graham
Dale Grimnitz
Derek Guiher
James B. Gustafson
Milissa Gustafson
Mark Haerle
Mary Haltvick
Jeanne Haro
Sharon Harris
Jihad and Dawn Hassan
Donita Hauck
Denny and Enza Haug
Megan Hazen
Eunice Helgeson
M’Liss Hindman
Larry Hines
Marilyn Hoffies
Matt Holcomb
Robert Hovey
Delores J. Huanca
Shirley E. Huskins
Nuredin Ibrahim
Virginia Jacobson
Alex Jaffe
Jill Johnson
Thomas and Lynn Johnson
William M. Jurney
Sansei Y. Kai
Jeannine Kellogg
Shannon Kielblock
Karen King
Diann Kirby
Bruce and Kathryn Koehler
Leah and Brett Kondes
Gary and Denise Kraemer
Donna and Wayne Kreger
Wayne Kreger
Heidi and Robert Kreutzer
Mary and Verdell Krugerud
William and Toyo Lang
James and Edna Langmo
Cindy and Keith Larson
Eric and Kathy Larson
Kevin D. Lee
Katherine Lemieux Espinosa
Marilyn Listvan
Matt Logan
Laura and George Lovgren
Suzana Lu
John Luknic
Diane Lyngstad
Christopher S. MacLennan
Mary Kay Magle
Sheryl Malone
Bonnie and Timothy Manley
Carol March
Joe Marshall
Sarah Martin
Janis McConnaughay
Beth McDonald
Lynn McKasy
Judy McMillan
Paula Mehmel
Leo Mielke
Steve and Marie Mondy
Anne Monteith
Jason Moore
Joanne and William Morgan
Allen Muerhoff and Kerry Boedeker Muerhoff
Keith Mus
David and Susan Newman
North St. Paul Lions Club
Molly Notermann
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Up to $99 (continued) 
Dick and Marit Nowlin
William Ogden
Chuck and Barbara Ojala
Michael Opitz
Jody and Robert Orthey
Brett and Wendy Ostrom
Victor Padron
John Parker-Der Boghossian
Nancy and Robert Pates
Jerry Pearson
Karri J. Pearson
Nancy Pennington
Julia Perry
Ferdinand Peters
Dennis and Denise Peterson
Rodney and Ruth Peterson
Stacey Peterson
John Petraborg
Molly Pirjevec
Judy Pittelkow
Judith Potthoff

Sarah Pruchnicki
Kevin and Joan Quinn
Linda and Rodney Raasch
Rodney Raasch
Jamie Radel
Gloria Radtke
Amintha Ratnayake
Jane Travers Render
Don Reznicek
Mark and Julie Ritter
Mary Rogers
Ava Rosenblum
Jeannine and James Roufs
Dianne Sandvick
Yoshi Satoh
Larry and Roz Schack
Jim and Peggy Schaetz
Ruth Schiller
Sharon Schmidt
Laura Schultz
Thomas and Diana Scott
Caroline Senne

Diane Sewall
Susan Seymour
Patti and Phil Sheridan
Barbara Simmons
David Smith
Rich J. Smith
Jay Soderberg
David Sonju
Anna E. Spangler
Derek Steele
RaeDean Stockert
James Sutton
Amy Swanson
Amy Tann and Ryan Han
Joan Thompson
Robin Thorstenson
Debbie and David Tillman
Barbara and Henrik Tjader
Titima To and Nghi To
Thomas Tollman and Carol Johnson
Karen and Greg Trost
Roberta and Neil Turgeon

Linda J. Van Dooijeweert
Willy and Linda Van Dooijeweert
Tammy J. Verchota
Diane and Keith Walgrave
Susan G. Warner
Meghan Warren
Laura Weber
Sharon Weber
Catherine and Steven Webster
Jana Webster
Mary Weimerskirch
Paige Wheeler
Cheryl Wilke
Geri Wilson

Note: We work diligently to ensure all names 
are listed correctly. Please accept our sincere 
apology for any errors or omissions and contact 
us so we may correct future listings.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

The Legacy Circle is a special group of donors who have included gifts to the 
Normandale Community College Foundation in their estate plans. Joining is as  
easy as designating the Normandale Foundation as a beneficiary of your:

• will
•  revocable living trust, charitable 

remainder trust or charitable lead trust
• charitable gift annuity
•  401K, IRA or other qualified plan

•  life insurance policy
•  savings account or certificate  

of deposit
•  real estate
•  other assets 

For more information or to request a copy of our Legacy Circle enrollment form,  
please contact Associate Executive Director Jane Fenton at 952.358.8143 or  
jane.fenton@normandale.edu.

We are deeply grateful to the Legacy Circle members (listed at right) for ensuring  
that Normandale continues to thrive for generations to come.

JOIN THE LEGACY CIRCLE AND MAKE A FOREVER IMPACT

Anonymous

Mark Adkins

Joyce B. Carey

Gene Carlson*
Philip and Doris Danielson

Kevin V. Downey Estate

Hoium-Forslin Family*
Donald and Ramona Johnstone

Susan H. Krook

Ruth Kwait

Tom and Sandy Mooney

Allan and Debby Schneider

Mary Ellen Seth*
Andrea Specht

Joan P. Spivey*
Mae and Sylvester Weiss
* New in 2020
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NORMANDALE FOUNDATION FINANCIALS

$1,128,553
Foundation 

Income

28%
Individual Donors

19%
College Programs 

and Projects

51%
Student Scholarships

 41%
Corporations  
and Foundations

17%
Foundation  
Administration  
Expense

13%
Fundraising 
Expense

16%
Normandale 
Community College

15%
Investment Income

ASSETS   TOTAL

Current Assets $ 453,738

Investments – Program Fund $ 3,696,383

Investments – Endowments $ 572,508

TOTAL ASSETS $ 4,722,629

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Total Liabilities $ 96,305

Total Net Assets $ 4,626,324

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $ 4,722,629

656
Scholarships and 

Departmental 
Awards Provided

$702,901
Provided in  

Scholarship, Program 
and Project Support

FISCAL YEAR 2020
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION (UNAUDITED)

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES (UNAUDITED)

as percent of total revenue and support as percent of total expenses
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We are sad to report that longtime Normandale employee Rex Gaskill passed away on April 10, 
2020. He was a faculty member in Speech Communication and the Director of Forensics. Rex 
coached many national champions and award winners in forensics and was awarded Phi Rho Pi’s 
Distinguished Service Award and the Outstanding Contribution to Speech and Theatre Award by 
CTAM. Rex served as president of the faculty. He became Dean of Liberal Arts in 1999 and also 
served as interim dean of business on several occasions. 

He is survived by his husband and life partner of 34 years, Paul John Strandberg.

Rex will be remembered for his dedication to Normandale and higher education, his love of travel and his commitment to anything 
that he participated in. He didn’t just join, he was active – serving on committees, taking leadership roles and welcoming others. His 
calm demeanor and warm personality resulted in friends traveling around the country, mentioning Normandale – only to be asked if 
they knew Rex.

His friends, former colleagues and students contributed funds to create the Rex Gaskill Memorial Academic Travel Scholarship to 
create more opportunities for Normandale students.

REMEMBERING REX

IN MEMORIAM
In gratitude for their service and passion for Normandale, we recognize the following faculty, staff and supporters who have passed away since July 1, 2019.

Faculty & Staff 
Dennis Bergman

Richard E. Brown

Paul A. Desjardins

Rex W. Gaskill

Dale R. Peterson

Dennis W. Peterson

Wilma C. Volkmer

Elvia Aaze

Japanese Garden Founders
Bunnie Aaze

Shirley Huskins

Major Benefactors
Gene Carlson 

Larry Jodsaas

Lee Kopp


